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SOAR Summer Workcamp 
Step Out And Respond in faith and action for this weeklong immersion into service 
learning with the Franciscans of the Poor in Cincinnati.  You will serve at soup 
kitchens, homeless shelters, nursing homes and more.  Take time away to serve, 
learn about Catholic Social Justice teachings and to live the mission of Christ and the 
Church! 
·   June 28-July 2, 2009     Filled! 
·   Summer, 2010, dates TBA 
·   Open to HS classes ‘10-’13 
 
 
SOAR Saturdays 
Step Out And Respond right here in Dayton 
alongside youth from St. Charles and St. 
Benedict.  Work at places like St. Vincent 
Hotel, The Other Place, House of Bread 
and more.  Each day will include Mass and an evening social time.  For more 
information and registration forms, see the Youth Ministry website:  
www.ascensionkettering.org/youth-ministry. 
Sign up for one Saturday or both. 
 
·   July 11, 2009 (tentative) 
·   August 8 or 15, 2009 (tentative) 
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Lector—Proclaim God’s Word. Brian Campos 252-2022 
 
Usher—Shepherd God’s People. Charlie Simon 299-3112 
 
Greeter—Stand at the Kingdom’s Gate. Pat Steck 298-7306 
 
Euchar istic Minister—Share Jesus’ Body & Blood. Vera Stewart 299-7178 
 
Choir—Lift Your Voice in Praise – (ages 14-up) Traditional choir - Diane 
LaRochelle 427-3827. Contemporary choir - Dave Timpone roblynlor@earthlink.net�
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This Service Booklet and 
Reflection forms for  Confirmation available on the Web 

www.ascensionkettering.org/youth-ministry 
 and outside School &  RE Offices and in Youth Room 
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Note from Coord. of Youth Ministry  �  
 
Principles of Catholic Social Justice  � �
�
Two Feet of Social Action   �  
 
Guidelines for Confirmation   � �
 
One Time Events    �  
 
On-Going Projects      
 
Liturgical Ministries   
 �  
 
Summer Workcamp    
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Ascension Youth Ministry 

2025 Woodman Drive 
Kettering OH 45420 

 
(937) 253-5171 x107 

 
jollier@ascensionkettering.org 

www.ascensionkettering.org/youth-ministry 
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The words from the prophet Micah on the front cover of this booklet say volumes 
about our relationship to both God and neighbor.  Written hundreds of years before 
the birth of Christ, these words no doubt rang in the ears of the first disciples as they 
listened to Jesus preach about justice and service. If we are to be true disciples who 
faithfully live out the beliefs we profess, we must also be guided by this ancient 
wisdom. 
  
The Baptism which brings us into the family of God comes with significant 
responsibility—a responsibility to strive for justice, to love with uncommon mercy, 
and to humbly serve God through ministering to the least of our brothers and sisters.  
 
Here at Ascension we strive to be a parish which helps our young people fulfill that 
responsibility.  In fact, the goals of Ascension’s youth ministry are all about 
empowering youth to live out their baptismal vows, by   
·  Empowering youth to live as young disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today. 
·  Drawing young people into responsible participation in the life, mission, and 

work of the Catholic faith community. 
·  Fostering the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person. 
 
I hope that you as individuals and as family take full advantage of these 
opportunities to grow in your lifestyle of discipleship.  For in opening our hearts to 
God’s call to serve in Jesus’ name we can build God’s kingdom right here in our 
corner of the world. 
 
In Christ, 
        
 
 
 
Joe Ollier 
Coord. of Youth Ministry 
 

Project listing may change through the year.  For most current information, 
contact the Youth Office or visit the web site. 
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Beavercreek Chr istian Learning Center   (pre-school) 
Candice Burke  903-9530 
 
Miami Valley Down Syndrome Association  
(child care at monthly meetings)   222-0744 
 
House of Bread 
Stephen Hagans  226-1520 
 
St. Leonard’s 
Christine Taylor 436-6310 
We Care Arts 
Pat Maple  252-3937 
 
Dayton Metro L ibrar ies 
Christine Corba  431-3672  or contact your local branch library for opportunities 
 
Twin Towers 
Sr. Deb Hess  258-6820 
 
Mar ianist Environmental Education Center  (MEEC) (located at 
Bergamo Center) 
Sr. Leanne Jablonski  429-3582 
 
Dayton Right to L ife 
461-3625 
 
Elizabeth New L ife Center  
226-7414 
 
Catholic Social Services 
Laura Roesel  223-7217 
 
Montgomery County Animal Resource Center  
Julia Bradfield, Volunteer Coordinator   898-4457 
 
St. Mary’s Development Corporation 
Donna English denglish@smdcd.org or 937-277-8149.  
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Children’s L iturgy of the Word 
Help children understand the Sunday readings at 9:00 or 10:30am Mass .  Join a 
team to serve one  Sunday a month through school year.  Jane Fortner 299-4551 
 

Coffee &  Donuts Sunday 
Support the community building that occurs at coffee and donuts.  Assistance is 
needed with clean-up (wipe tables/vacuum) and re-setting of Witzman center.  2nd 
Sunday of month. 10:30—1:30pm.  Cathy Magness 291-2827 
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Below is a brief listing of local agencies and organizations that support youth 
volunteering.  These sites are great for on-going long-term service ministry, but can 
also be used for short-term service.  For more information contact Youth Office 253-
5171 x107. 
 
Amer ican Cancer Society 
http://www.cancer.org/docroot/COM/COM_4_1.asp? 
 
Ronald McDonald House    
224-0047 
 
United Rehabilitation Center    
233-1230 
 
Humane Society  
Caitlyn Powell   902-2665 
 
 
Immaculate Conception Par ish 
Deborah Bauer   252-9919 x223 
 
SICSA 
Mike Minarcek, Travis Watson, or Chelsea Crager   294-6505 
 
Alterra Ster ling House 
Kay Keish-Life Enrichment Coordinator   431-0455 
*Only 2 students per time slot 
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“Our belief in the sanctity of human life and the inherent dignity of the human 
person is the foundation of all the 
principles of our social teaching.”  
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“Work is more than a way to make 
a living; it is a form of continuing 
participation in God’s creation.”  
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“We are one human family, 
whatever our national, racial, 
ethnic, economic, and ideological 
differences.”  
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“Catholic teaching proclaims the at basic moral test is how our most 
vulnerable members are fairing.”  
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“How we organize our society—in economics, and politics, in law and 
policy—directly affects human dignity and the capacity for individuals to 
grow in community.”  
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“The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a 
healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and 
responsibilities are met.”  
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“We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation.”    
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1 Tim 4:12 
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 Divini Redemptoris, #49 Pope Pius XI 
 
This is just one of many reflections by Church writers that have sought to help us 
understand the difference between charity (service) and justice (social change).  
The saying, “Give someone a fish and they eat for a day. Teach someone how to 
fish and they will eat for life” is another way to express it. 
 
There is a relationship between charity and justice.  Direct service empowers us 
to learn about, experience insight and empathize with those in need. However, 
We must understand that justice and charity are not the same thing. Justice 
involves  working much more deeply towards changing the root causes of 
poverty.  It makes an impact on the systems, structures, institutions and public 
policies through 
identifying and reversing 
those things that cause 
division, oppression or 
alienation of one group of 
people from another by 
privilege or status.  
 
·  Am I stepping out 

with one or two feet 
in my Christian 
service? 

 
·  How does this impact  

my Baptismal call to 
live a lifestyle of 
Christian service? 

 
·  What can I do to 

become more Christ-
like in my service to 
others? 
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Direct Social  

Services� � 	 
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Social 

Change�
Help individuals    
meet their 
present needs:  
 

- Serve in soup 
kitchens 
 

- Sponsor a 
refugee family 
 
- Mentor and 
tutor 
 
- Donate food, 
clothing, money 

Correct long-
term problems 
in communities: 
 

- Participate in 
community self-
help projects  
 

- Advocate for 
just public poli-
cies  
 

- Develop local 
community   
enterprises  
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Youth Leadership Teams 
Help plan and lead activities for youth in the parish.  Meeting time/frequency vary. 
Teams include: JH Ministry, HS Core Team, HS Retreat, SOAR Workcamp.  Youth 
Office 253-5171 x107 
 

 
Food Pantry  
   Collection at Mass - 3rd Sunday each month.  
Commitment can be made before or after the Mass 
you regularly attend.  Assistance needed to 
transport items to the Food Pantry after the Noon 
Mass & from Food Bank in summer.   
   Pantry mopping on regular basis needed. 
Excellent family project.   
   Summer Help - assist with transporting items from The Food Bank to the Food 
Panty once every 2 weeks 9:30am-11:30pm. Typically Tuesdays. Requires lifting 
up to 40 lbs. Jerry Kassman  299-4975 or Jeannette Niezgodski 320-1819 
 

Youth Office Assistance  
Assistance with mailings, program preparation, create flyers, computer tasks, and 
other projects.  1-2 hours at a time, depending on the task.  Can be teams of youth   
Youth Office  253-5171 x107      
 

RE Office Assistance 
Sundays, Sept-May 10:15-11:45am and other times as needed.   
Sue Graham 254-0622 
 
Ear ly Childhood RE Classes 
Sundays, Sept-May, 10:15-11:45am.  Assist children in the classroom.   
Cynthia Pellegrino 254-0622 
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Replace Missalettes in Church 
Take out old missalettes and replace them with new ones.  3-4 times/year.  Could 
be done after school.  Contact Deacon Vic Hildebrand  253-5171 x110 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Help lead crafts, lessons and activities. Mon-Fri, July 13-17, 9:00-11:30am. Cynthia 
Pelligrino 293-7014. 
 

Par ish Festival 
Work Day - Assist with booth set-up June 20, 2009 and 
week following 
Festival Weekend - volunteer in a multitude of ways.  June 
26-28, 2009. Tom and Sharleen Rafferty  299-8194 
 
Dayton Metro L ibrary Events 
Contact: Chris Corba hm 431-3674 cell 212-3777 
 
Summer Reading Club Party in the Park  Wegerzyn Metro Park  help with activities 
for younger children  Saturday, August 8 
 
Annual Library Book Sale   Move books from pallets to tables, set up sale and 
repack books. Thu Oct 8, 5-7pm; Fri Oct  9, 4-8pm; and Sat Oct 10 10am-7pm;  
Sun Oct 11, 3:00pm.  
 
Contact Chris Corba at the phone numbers above to check on additional events 
throughout the year. 
 
Odd Job L ist 
Occasionally, older parishioners call looking for help with odd jobs around their 
homes—raking leaves, shoveling snow, or help with heavy work they can’t do on 
their own.  If you’d like to be on a call list for people to contact when we receive 
such calls, please contact Joe Ollier 253-5171 x 107 
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Religious Education:  
6th Grade:   

·  one short-term Christian service experience. 
Service reflection form required. 

7th Grade:  
·  two short-term Christian service experiences. Must 

be different from service performed in 6th grade 
·  Service reflection forms required. 

8th Grade:   
·  Two short-term Christian service experiences.  

Must be different from 6th and 7th grade service.  
·  One long-term service experience. Minimum 2-hrs/

month over 9 months with same organization. Prior 
approval required. For approval, contact Sue 
Graham 254-0622 grahams@ascensionket.org, 
Joe Ollier 253-5171 
jollier@ascensionkettering.org, or your 8th grade 
school or RE Religion teacher. 

·  Service reflection forms required. 
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Respect L ife Events 

   Life Chain  - Respect Life Sunday (1st Sun. in October).  
Take a visible stand for life. Form a human chain of unity, pray 
for the value of life and end of abortion.  Diane Stroud 298-4804 
   White Crosses—set-up of display of white crosses as 
memorial for the unborn killed in abortion. End of September—
early October 
   Mother’s Day Rose Sale—help sell roses to benefit Dayton 

Right to Life.  Mother’s Day weekend after Masses. Diane Stroud 298-4804 
   March for Life - Take a stand for the value and gift of life.  Two options; 
Family Trip Jan. 18-23, Jeannette Niezgodski 320-2819 or Short Trip Jan. 21, 
7:00am—Jan 23, 2:00am. Ed Eckley 254-4459 
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St. Vincent de Paul Bundle Sunday 
Help load donated items into the truck on parish grounds.Two 
hour shifts available. Usually scheduled for mid-October. Sat 
10am - 6pm  and Sun 8am - 2pm  Youth must be with a parent. 
Youth Office 253-5171 x107 
 
 

JH Cookies ‘n Chr istmas Caroling 
Bake cookies and deliver with song to parish homebound.  

Drivers Needed. Open to 6-8th grade youth.  Dec. 12, 1:30-5:30pm Youth Office 
253-5171 x107. 
 
Wor ld Youth Day Masses 
Sun. Oct. 24-25, youth Lectors, Distributors, Greeters & Gift bearers are needed for 
all Masses.  Youth Office 253-5171  
 

Share the Bounty 
Create candy-filled care packages and homemade cards for Ascension’s college-
kids from extra Halloween candy donated by parishioners.  Dinner provided. Wed 
Nov. 4, 6:30-8:00pm.  Youth Office 253-5171 x107 
 
Cards of Cheer Ministry 
Create homemade cards & mail to homebound and nursing home parishioners.  
On-your-own- home project.  Sr. Agnes Kramer 253-5171 x111 
 
Women’s Guild Harvest of Values Bazaar 
Set-up tables, chairs, assist vendors Friday, Nov. 6.  Serve food, set-up, clean-up 
Saturday Nov. 7.  Tara Koenig 258-3971 
 
Ascension / Greenmont-Oak Park Church  Events  
Advent :Help our two church communities celebrate the 
coming of Jesus’ birth.   Sunday, Nov or Dec.??.   
Lois Keil 299-0257  
 

Lent: Help our two church communities celebrate Lent. A 
family service and carnival event with prayer, songs, and 
games.  Feb/Mar 2010 Lois Keil 299-0257 
 
 

Leaf Raking 
Adopt a senior citizen and help rake their leaves in fall. A great family project. Youth 
Office 253-5171 x107. 
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Souper Bowl of Car ing 
Compete in wild ‘n wacky games for your favorite 
charity.  Groups will challenge each other to win 
donated funds for their charity.  Open to 8-12th 
graders.  Super Bowl Sunday, 1-4pm. Joe Ollier 253-
5171 x107 
 

24-Hour Food Fast 
Survive 24 hours without food and learn about national and global poverty and 
hunger.  Raise funds for Catholic Relief Services. Open to 8th gr. youth.  Early 
March 2010, Fri 6pm– Sat 7pm. 
 

Visit the Sick 
Share some cheer with a visit to parishioners who are homebound or in nursing 
homes. Sr. Agnes 253-5171 x111. 
 

Altar  Servers Training 
Training—Help train new servers. 3-4 hours, plus additional 1-2 hours on earlier 
date to prepare for training sessions. Experienced servers only.  Deacon Vic 
Hildebrand 253-5171 x110.   
Server Schedules - Assist with sending out server schedules - Duties include 
addressing, stuffing and sealing envelopes.  Approximately 1-2 hours, 4-5 times per 
year when new server schedules are distributed.  Contact Deacon Vic Hildebrand 
253-5171 x110. 
 

Video Crew for  Chr istmas Eve or  Easter  
Masses 
Help run the video equipment or assist with the closed 
circuit projection of the Mass for those seated in the 
Witzman Center for Christmas Eve and Easter Masses.  
Contact Deacon Vic Hildebrand 253-5171 x110 
 
Easter  Vigil Set-up and tear  down 
Be part of team of parish volunteers who prepare the 
church for Easter Vigil and Easter liturgies.  Contact 
Deacon Vic Hildebrand 253-5171 x110 
 

 

This Service Booklet and 
Reflection forms for  Confirmation available on the Web 

www.ascensionkettering.org/youth-ministry 
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